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Cover illustration: The critically endangered plant Abies beshanzuensis, with its trunk and bark, branchlet,
leaves (Photos from the Dendrological Atlas project archives, Zs. DEBRECZY - I. RACZ), pollen cones and
cones (Photographed by CHEN Xiao-Rong). Currently, there are only three mature A. beshanzuensis living in the
wild. It isanationally protected first-class plant species and is listed among the 12 most endangered plant species
globally. Abies beshanzuensis holds significant scientific importance in phytogeography and ecology research.
Yang et al. investigated all the populations of A. beshanzuensis and A. ziyuanensis, and conducted phylogenomic
population analyses. They resolved the longstanding issue of species delimitation and revealed the close genetic
relationship between the Dayuan population and A. beshanzuensis (Pages 1629-1645 of thisissue).



