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Cover illustration: Prunus armeniaca sparse forest landscape in Tianshan, Ili, Xinjiang, China (Photographed by
LIU Li-Qiang). Prunus armeniaca often occurs in patches, belts, or sparse formations, commonly accompanied
by other tree species such as Malus sieversii, Crataegus cuneate, as well as shrubs like Spiraea tianschanica,
Berberis atrocarpa, Caragana turkestanica. The herbaceous layer has an average coverage of about 35%, with
common species including Cynodon dactylon, Cannabis sativa, |mpatiens brachycentra and Setaria viridis. Shi et
al. investigated the growth characteristics and spatial distribution patterns of naturally regenerated young seed-
lings of P. armeniaca population, providing a scientific basis for the conservation of this species (Pages 515-529
of this issue).



