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Cover illustration: The landscape of subalpine forest in Bipenggou National Nature Reserve, Li County, Sichuan
Province (Photographed by WANG Zhuang). The subalpine forest in Western Sichuan is located in the transition
zone between the eastern edge of the Qingzang Plateau and Sichuan Basin, with Minjiang fir (Abies fargesii var.
faxoniana) and other hardy coniferous trees as the dominant species. Seasonal snowfall aways happens in winter,
with snow coverage and soil freeze-thaw cycling lasting for 5-6 months every year. Du et al. investigated the dy-
namics of total phenols and condensed tannins in leaf litters of six species across three decomposing years under
different positions within forest gap in a subalpine forest of Western Sichuan (Pages 660-671 of thisissue).



