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Cover illustration: Schematic diagram of ecological stoichiometric characteristics and functional traits in different plant organs.
Chemical elements are the fundamental building blocks of life. Plant ecological stoichiometric characteristics and functional traits are
the key to deciphering plant adaptation strategies, community assembly, and ecosystem nutrient cycling. This special issue, entitled
“Plant Stoichiometric Characteristics and Functional Traits’, brings together the latest research findings from Chinese scholars in
typical ecosystems such as forests, shrublands, grasslands, and deserts. It systematically reveals the variation and formation mechan-
isms of key elements (e.g., carbon, nitrogen, and phosphorus) and plant functiona traits across different organs (leaves, flowers,
branches, stems, and roots), as well as their response patternsto global change factors.
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