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Cover illustration: The critical role of mycorrhizal fungi in natural ecosystems (lllustrated by CHEN Bao-Dong and FU Wei). By
forming symbioses with most terrestrial plants, mycorrhizal fungi serve as key links between plants and soil and help integrate the
aboveground and bel owground components of ecosystems. They are deeply involved in nutrient cycling, plant community assembly,
and soil aggregation, and are essential for maintaining ecosystem biodiversity, stability, and multifunctionality. This special issue
focuses on cutting-edge research advances in mycorrhizal ecology, compiling the latest reviews and case studies by Chinese research
teams on topics such as biodiversity survey, community responses to environmental changes, ecological functions and the regulation
strategies of mycorrhizal fungi. It aims to facilitate academic exchanges among researchers in the field and also promote the devel-

opment of fundamental mycorrhizal ecology and mycorrhizal technologies.
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