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Cover illustration: Populus euphratica forest in Ejin (photograph by ZHAO Chen-Guang). The P. euphratica forests distributed in
the Ejin River Basin of Nei Mongol represent an iconic desert riparian ecosystem in the drylands of northwestern China. Under ac-
celerating climate change, dryland forest decline has become a pressing issue in global forest ecology and restoration science. In this
issue (pages 1023-1047), Wang et a. provide a comprehensive review of research progress on dryland forest decline. They synthesize
the concepts and characteristics of dryland forest decline, overview its current status both globally and across China's drylands, ana-
lyze the effects of natural and anthropogenic factors on forest decline, elucidate the decline mechanisms across individual, popula-
tion, community, and ecosystem scales, and outline future research priorities. The review provides fundamental support for advancing
the understanding of dryland forest decline mechanisms and ecological restoration practices in drylands.



