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Distribution, community characteristics and classification of Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii
steppe in China
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Abstract

Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii steppe is the most typical formation of desert steppe in China. Based on the pri-
mary plots data obtained from fieldworks during the growing seasons from 2010 to 2016 as well as some earlier
records, we studied the Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii steppe across China systematically, including the
eco-geographical distributions, community characteristics and classifications. The results showed that S. tian-
schanica var. klemenzii steppe distributed mainly on the Ulan Qab Plateau and western Xilin Gol Plateau. Due to
the arid biotope of S. tianschanica var. klemenzii steppe, quantitative characteristics of the assemblage including
height, coverage, biomass and species richness were normally lower than that of most Stipa formations in Eura-
sian steppe region. Moreover, 165 seed plants belonging to 85 genera and 29 families were recorded in the 80
study sites, in which rare species (occurrence frequency <20%) made up 87% of the total plants while common
species and constant species could only be found occasionally. Species with the occurrence frequency exceeding
50% included S. tianschanica var. klemenzii, Convolvulus ammannii, Cleistogenes songorica, Allium tenuis-
simum. In addition, Hemicryptophyte and therophyte were the two dominant life forms, covering 55% and 20% of
the species, respectively. As for the ecological type of water, typical xerophytes accounted for 47% of all species
which is followed by super-xerophytes and meso-xerophytes. Middle Asian areal-type and east Palaeo-North
areal-type were the two major floristic elements, containing 37% and 26% of the species, respectively. Based on
the life forms and dominances of the species within the community, S. tianschanica var. klemenzii steppe in China
could be classified into 6 association groups, 29 associations.
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7 455 (Y /N 3F) (Stipa. tianschanica var.
klemenzii) % Ji 52 DA AR T 55 g BE R IR B 10 AL 42
P N M SRS TR AN E: L i1 R SV NI WNECY N
BRI R R — A S AR, EIRE R
O3 AR AE S 22 S A7 P SRR 5 IR 22 17 v A R 7
X, FEPLETEEE X L (B 22 1 AR S8R
BT R ZR I AR R &) A HE I (R A i 25
4>,1980).

A7 A & 25 R BE £ 5 (Stipa. tianschanica var.
gobica) LA FFAEARAL, & (1 X ) 2 ZRIAE: 1)
AR R AN EKL10-15 mm, Jeii B A 2L
mmiFZE, N, KREEE P A I R KA1
mm, e BB T &SRS, T 2)
FAEFAMEK 210 mm (BALE9-11 mmz[i]),
REEE P AMEKT-9 mm; 3)f B A S TR 2
Bk, KEEE P TRMTEE A, £ (F
EEYE) (2004)F1 (Flora of China) (2013)H1, 1%
PSR R A R R X 3, TEAELA U 25 1 B 5 7%
INH R 34, PR AE /A0 1A A& RURFAE B X
WAR K, AR50 R 3 A KA R A4S + |
T 5% T e R e B A B AR MR VR 2R 2, T
BEET 57 B8 5 AR T 5 IR Ry B R Ry S ) A
il 5 g, — M SO RN TR R VR (9
MY E R 123, 1998; FRR 25, 2014). 1£ (N
S (1985) 5 B« I BELL S AR FE K10 mm,
TR, 2R, (HXEE T A F Y
BSHFE. H4h, CREMB) (1980). (5 i #:)
(1985) LA Az (v 4 N B LA [ 45 4 11 1:1 000 000 )
(2007) H 15 2 X EEE 57 A2 A 52 1 v Ji e i A X
HH AR A, R AR i AR ERAE D,
A AR AT 2P E LT L HORD e 3, I SR A
M LIEAEEVIRR, XS5HTHATER N EAAETE.
fI17E2010-20164F 4= K 221 7 T 80441 AL 41 5 I FE
HUFN67AN X BEEF SF (OB, N TR AR S AR
BENHETHAZER. 2 EE, BATIN (hE
M) (1980). P9 iEH) (1985)LA K (A
BN [ FE 4% F1:1 000 000) (2007) H I ik 1) K e
Bt 5 RGN A AR B S R R I AR AR AE, T A AR A
25 L5 I RE DG IR SRR B S R IR Y 2

FERG A (RAE 7 BERE 2 i 1 B E IR VA
TEF B AR, R AR 2R L 3 it i) 2 B TRk
TR EESE, 2014) . [RIULAE YD BEVE I R A 2 0t 90
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20 80 AR AR 1), (25 22 M IR, k= E4H 1)
FET BRI E B FE bR, BER T AREITE RS0
(b E R B g2 4, 1980; T ERL R A S
TR HERN, 1985), A L HET-2010-20164 4K
ZEHF AR A 180N b ES s ot r [ A AR 5 B
AR AN A . BEVERRAE K 2RI R 3 HEAT ARG AT
fegl, DN (R EREgEE) Mg ie it
PR,

1 WRFEE

11 #EERRE

Y4552 T-2010-20164F A K ZR R It . B A yu [
MNP 5 17 38 B R R T 1 5 54 VT i 2 ) PG g 7 ) A
i 22 5 g 4 DA R T R L R X, LG IR DLUR
S GRE e R gk e SRR 2 e
R X (B 2= AR FTRZR
R )R 8 =

Y A1 SR FAREHURIRE )7 X2 AT . FEHb A 2
SN /N HBIX R A T D 52 5, 1EHX20 m x 50 mif)
SRITEVE B, hX MR AE — R SR A Rl
BEHMECS, —BEHA RS, m. H
Wi, HEBEE AR WWEAE . R WS
AREE. THENSE, YAEERHE N
Fie A6 W M ) v FE RN 25 FEAS 2., IR TR R b iR 25 3%
(LBt 5)

FEJ7 VR 7R A Hb BOE 351 m x 1 miT)
INFETTHEAT, WERRFETRER, B RS T
ML ASE. FIEE R, OO FETT N I BT P
RIFAE, BFEEEEE. S5, UMaE. o5
FE. B, RAWOGRESRGH A E. FTRE
Hs DARE 5 W 2 R R AE (LB 3%)

12 HIELIEBER S

R Hib 1 7RI 5 2 3 () i o A A
o BRI S R EAT b o B SR A AR P
JE I BT YRR EAT S SR B, e HRHR A
B AR KO AESSRIX Ry ARG
Ko BEVE )R & . Shannon-Wiener £ FEME 8%
(H)). Pielouty &)%) Wb EEE V)T
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H'max = InSo b SAREE T IYIFEL, PONYIFHIE
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A X T Ak, EGMRE R, KA R TR
R A AN T3 JE R A L PR30 20 1 IX 4™ e 381 95 Jeé o Ao TR
FNA R o3 M X, LA e EEL P | 8 e AT
IR ERAB IO A AH S T AR IR A

T8O FEHL I A BERFAE S i B, A AE P&
SRz oy A e P SR AR R b, TR X
AR AL ™ L L, HTEOREDRE, 7 55 A
INABRAUHRES, SRR TEZ R, SRR AR A
HF20-30 cmt 2 . A7 X HIER T 44 1 455
m, i HILE PO 5 24601 m, K H L
76N 520 T TR 588 m, 43 A X R4 i B R
DL E AR, B EE A E, B REsE s
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Trig Ra: PEG A SR BEERHEM 2L 233

TEMIX 1)1700-2000 m, 7EHCE X 1L RA
2000-4 000 m., 4F & 48 4t 5124 491,28 x 10°W-m,
FEREK R T 8241 mm, K167 mm, 304
mm, BT A X T RRHIE . AT 35S 5.0
C, &f%0.3 C, =845 C; w¥ H PRI N
-1.0 C; g AP AN118 C; =10 CHIR
42000-3100 C. YLK —BN6-TH, W]
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22 AESHFERRBESHTE
221 BEHNEFEREWFIE

FEV& I BCR R IE R BT I O AR AT 1 e 1k
iR, OFEREEE. & E2WE. WHEEE
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BEIRE FEAK. WRIE80NFEHLI Giih, BT
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AR SRR I EE ELA A TR, 8 7 N3)E
H R REAREEAR, 540-50 cm, FEA LR
(Reaumuria songarica). 12 £k % & 3¢ (Salsola pas-
serina). FAM-J% E3%(Salsola laricifolia)Z &tk T-#F
s hREREARZ, HAA . EALE T
(Stipa breviflora) 2 M Az R B DL K — 16 L SR E 20 Y,
#20-30 cm; |2 H A& (Artemisia frigida). <0
(Hippolytia trifida). #J53% (Ptilotricum canescens)
ZE /N REA UL LT #E (Enneapogon desvauxii) FL
1 1¢ # & (Astragalus galactites) . 4R K jig 1
(Convolvulus ammannii). $<%&(Tribulus terrestris)%%
BB BB AUR LA A, =15-10 cm.
222 $FPLERK

80 IL I S B Fh - AE P 1658, SR 129
F185JE . Horh Bt iEY)ARL 24)EA8Fh, X1 EY)
25FI61JE117F0 . WIFPE 2 RHK U R AEH(18)8
30F#). 2L (16)E29F). = RI(6/E25F). FERL(8)E
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TAERE BEEL BRI RORS S LA
BRI % 1K) )8 G 8 )& (Astragalus, 10FH), &8
(Artemisia, 8#), i I J& (Oxytropis, 7#F), ZJ&
(Allium, 6%f), ZB&3ZJE (Potentilla, 6F1), & EX)E
(Salsola, 5Ff), #97% )& (Scorzonera, 5Ff), #3J& (5
i), Hrps24N g K &1 Fh.

FR A5 165 A1 AE P £ 801 B 3L Hy LAY 71 70 B W]
W H R FySMAFAE L SE R (KEIL) . Hh AR AE 1)
(0-20%) (¥ 7h (5 87%, & HF & A% AT, A il
40 f5 = (Ptilagrostis pelliotii) . f# [ % (Ferula
bungeana). PHJk X -E%¢(Saussurea petrovii). 2 &
(Elachanthemum intricatum) . # 3% %% & (Astragalus
arpilobus)%%; 112 (20%-40%) 4 Fh 3= B 2% BEIE 1 £
A, A% B3 (Salsola collina) . FLTR B . UK
(Agropyron cristatum). i /R 24 & {E (Heteropappus
altaicus) « ¢ i dE (Allium mongolicum) &5 ; 111 2%
(40%-6000) ¥ I /2 BE 7% B W LAY, A ot kE T 5
(Cleistogenes songorica) « 4 i JE (Allium tenuis-
simum) . i[5 T % (Cleistogenes squarrosa). fidE
(Allium polyrhizum). FLHAALEE; 1V (60%-80%)
AR NEAELT, &5 W IR AL H A s E A Fh; v
2(80%-100%) ¥t A A A BB, REERERN

150 143

100 r

Lh
=

YR AL Species number

1 1

15
=
0 ; L 1,
I 11 IV vV

{FAE 25 4% Presence class

Bl A5 S SRR AR LR A . 1, 0-20%; 11,
20%-40%; 111, 40%-60%; 1V, 60%-80%; V, 80%-100%.

Fig. 1 The frequency distribution of species with different
presence classes in Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii steppe. |,
0-20%; 11, 20%-40%; I1I, 40%-60%; IV, 60%-80%; V,
80%-100%.

223 FEFRBIRIKSESLER
R 38 Raunkiaer ) A2 35 4 R G0 il B A A5 P B
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JR 165 R HE R oy A AETE R, T R v Y
(F12). i 2 A E B SR R AR A ARV Y, A
A SRR RS KEE, (H55%, BLEEZ A
INAER B8P AN 2 4R A e BT 3k, — AR A DA
P74, b IRARSA AL, T o34 X T
B EFENR A, 520%, BRI
M—FAREHR, PAER RAR 58EZ;
EFRED 5 14%, HANEEARFINERERH L,
F& 12 22 BT (Lespedeza daurica) 8555 Z0HD
BERIE B ) (Oxytropis aciphylla)® 5 545
AR ALY PH L, BRZF M b, F10%, T2
RAFMRZER R, HARHEZEY . PRRHRZE
HEAEE,

100
91

50

33

23

PFFEL Species number

C H Cr T
VG Life form

B2 AHEHFREEDMEFRE. C  EFHEY; H,
MU A, Cr, BRZFHEYD T, — AR,

Fig. 2 The frequency distribution of the species with differ-
ent life-forms in Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii steppe. C,
chamaephytes; H, hemicryptophytes; Cr, cryptophytes; T,
therophytes.

FREHE % 7K 73 B -7~ B AR AE PR Fe ) o3 oy
ANFEIIAK A ARSI @I A ATk, vk
At B 165 R AR M R 4 AT RRK 73 AR A 2R Y
(K13). MM BEARMIRZ, W WA AL S, T
Jb%157 (Stipa sareptana var. krylovii). VK¥., FLHTE
WE. S AEEILTeM, H47%, HC R AT
BARM, dmBARMAa. Mk, BEREE
3. AR XY JL(Caragana roborovskyi). FEF%
(Tugarinovia mongolica). “Ki&i(Artemisia dalai-lamae).
TAE. 22457 (Seriphidium terrae-albae)%s, H#
AR RVELFE N 22 K14 (Asparagus dauricus). HfiE
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Fig. 3 The frequency distribution of the species with differ-
ent ecological types of water in Stipa tianschanica var. kle-
menzii steppe. SX, super-xerophytes; TX, typical xerophytes;
MX, meso-xerophytes; WX, wild xerophytes; XM,
xero-mesophytes; TM, typical mesophytes; Hy, hygrophytes.

(Allium ramosum). M2 8T Bl /RZEAEEIE S .
224 YIMXRMBIER S

TR I A PR A DG BEORE DL RO A AT X 3 B, B E
AR PR IX R0 5y, JE T 1035(E
4), WM R, H37%, A AEHT. T
Pore, PhdbErSE. SR, BdE. AT REL
(Lagochilus ilicifolius)5%; Z bt 7 k2, i
26%, HHRKEAE . A MR KRITL. Wik
(Allium bidentatum). 4Hi 55 (Iris tenuifolia)%; 7R
RSy 5 8%, V2 ALARECAr 7%, i A
6%, AL AL (5%, HIE-E P R A4y 5%,
TH FR 23 AT A2 T 7 B2 & 2%; 7 82 L (Carex
moorcroftii). [& ¥) %L (Orinus thoroldii) Fl AR & 7
(Anaphalis xylorhiza) {45 i = J5 i 7r 12%. X &
53 B 22 REAL S Bk T R Tz AR R AS I 1
23 AEHFHESL

IR R EMEYIX R AR HEE) (2014)F
TR 3 IR AN R G MRV i 4 SR DA AR 4
FHFRT R 4 . WRIEAETERLZE B R AR
AR A A TR R R A6 REANA . 291 FE M
(21). 6 MHFAAR FZRFEI T : D) AEE S /D
VEA /)N VE AR M AH T AR B o i R R B
SEREKEAN 200 mm. FE NI AR IR . IR

Trig RA: PR A SR AT BEERHEM 2L 235

W5 BERIE L & % % (Salsola abrotanoides)
TR S )0 A2 T 7% AR 5 PR S, DRI L T g 0 A
3 A0 5 T R i DX S B XA 52 () vy (P4 5
E R B R RO BT R A DL T E R
T7), W A] H AE T 5 B i Hb (75 g LR B A7)+
2). FREE AT TRSEAMEY), A58 EAESE
FRIRETR S AT AE N S B AR i B B 05 SR R A T
)4 BER T Z B R AR 3 = B0 AR M, )
TEBCRAR I M HBRE N, —3L224FEdh . %2884y
MYaHE) "z, EHREERN AR S ERBIDIE. &
R SRR, SRREEIA. TR AR, B
VG PG R X DL K B s nG 2 Hh X ER A A . RN
(RIS, FE[F/K E280 mm. 3)ILAl A R &4
PEIRESE . FIAEE 50 R R = B ik R A ]
TR AT . NAERFEEE N AAE R EEM, i
SEEBISAFE . A AR RS+ PR AR BN S A A TEK
I3 ARG I X 3, 4F /K &k $1300 mm, {ERFAR
DUR BRI v EARIT B B DA K% 5 oy e R A 4y
fi o 4)HAKARZE 17V HE(Psammochloa villosa) Al ]
OB 43 ) A2 5y R D N e o iR 0 AR S B A,
TEVD AL 3 T B8 PRI Ar, P 5 ERERN IR

80

D
o

i
£ 43
E _
g %0
(]
2
w2
::g_bé
= 20
5 13
8 3 10 9 11
s nE
o L . .!_!.I |!—! —i 1.1
Q‘"&QE’@Q'&' &@Q«ﬁ & & ©
19

IX F#Hu B A 4 Floristic geographic element

B4 HAESF IR X RS H AR .QZ, K
JRAFA B MA, W B4 EA, ZRIERSr; EPN, %R
WA 4y, CA-MA, FE-TE B4y, Te, i
By, PaN, wAbARE Sy, PT, iZidH s, PN, 2 bk
55 WS, tHF A Fh

Fig. 4 The frequency distribution of the species with differ-
ent floristic elements in Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii. QZ,
Qinghai-Xizang Plateau element; MA, middle Asia element;
EA, east Asia element; EPN, east Palaeo-North element;
CA-MA, central Asia-middle Asia element; Te, Tethys ele-
ment; PaN, Palaeo-North element; PT, Pan-Temeperate ele-
ment; PN, Pan-North element; WS, wide spread element.
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R AEESF R RS K

Table 1 The classification of Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii steppe at the formation level

A Association group

T\ Association

K4S Plot number

FAERS . ANEERIINEER
Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii,
dwarf shrubs/dwarf subshurbs

RS
Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii

AHESE . WERE
Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii,
bunchgrasses

RN -E SRS Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii-Salsola abrotanoides
FAER - F3%H Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii-Artemisia sacrorum
FHEERSE-2TRY Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii-Reaumuria songarica

A -2 ERIEBSE Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii-Salsola passerine

F A44SRk Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii-Oxytropis aciphylla
FAHS-1cE Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii-Hippolytia trifida

F AR - EIRAY Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii-Ajania achilleoides

FHEERSE Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii

FHEEFSF+UKEL Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii + Agropyron cristatum

A +HRERA T 5 Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii + Cleistogenes squarrosa
A4 SF+ P64 Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii + Stipa sareptana var. krylovii
FHEERSE+EAEE S Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii + Stipa breviflora

HEE F+ET R T Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii + Cleistogenes songorica

P1

P40

P54, P60
P57, P66
P62

P63

P71

P6, P7, P8, P10, P11, P13,
P14, P15, P16, P17, P23,
P28, P36, P50, P52, P65,
P67, P68, P69, P72, P75, P79

P2, P20

P3, P4

P5, P33, P35, P51
P21, P22, P24
P30, P31, P49, P61

AR ARZERE FHEERSE+VVHE Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii + Psammochloa villosa P38
Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii, {34413+ ¥b 5 Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii + Orinus thoroldii P76
rhizomatous grasses F A SF+b R Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii + Agropyron mongolicum P77

AU SRR

4 +BgAE Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii + Allium polyrhizum

P18, P32, P34, P43, P45,

Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii, P56, P58, P64
forbs FHEEN S +EZES Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii + Haplophyllum dauricum p27
N 49 R 114 Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii + Asparagus dauricus P29
AR F+EKTELE Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii + Convolvulus ammannii P41, P42, PA7, P80
RS+ S Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii + Iris tenuifolia P53
A SF+R0dE Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii + Allium bidentatum P55
fHEETF+353E3E Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii + Peganum harmala P59
FAARF+PEL X B4 Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii + Saussurea petrovii P70
T AP+ 7 kA€ Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii + Gypsophila licentiana P73
FHEE S+ A TEE Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii + Hedysarum brachypterum P74
RN+ HZE4EE Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii + Seriphidium terrae-albae P78

FAES . —FEHEY
Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii,
annual grasses

FHEEFSF+LTIE Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii + Enneapogon desvauxii

FHEESF+HIETESE Stipa tianschanica var. klemenzii + Salsola collina

P9, P12, P19, P25, P26, P46,
P48
P37, P39, P44

BT AR BT S0+ U0 SR A (P9 580 5 8 SRR A ) A f AR
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RV BARES + b AR S+ 0% e 3 (Peganum
harmala) F1 47 A= &t 5 + 8 K BEAE A M A2 78 TR 7
TR BB AR AY, DUIE 114 22 1 3% g 2 A 4R
IRWEAE 5 A AL, B A TE UK B S
PR RIS AR SR R P . 6)— AR A AE
N i I B B A3, AR 2 MUAE A R B IR AT,
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